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Open for
2023!

What’s all the stir?

Well! What an Opening we have
for you everyone! We’re so

proud of how great the Museum
is looking with new flooring, new
exhibits, and a few permanent

exhibits that have been
revamped. Our new staff looks
forward to showing you around!

Pictured above is a sneak peek at
the Women’s Fashion exhibit,
highlighting women's fashions
from 1840’s-1940’s. Wait until

you see the hats and hand
stitched bead work and

embroidery! The Museum has
three full floors of exhibits and
air conditioning for your

pleasure this year.

TOP STORIES

The Lobster Shanty
North

Opening its doors in May 1969,
the Lobster Shanty quickly
became the place to go for a

special meal and celebrations of
all kinds. It also hosted many
famous and historical figures
over the years including Queen
Elizabeth II, Pierre Trudeau,
Prince Charles and Princess
Diana. As the building is in line
for demolition we have put
together a wee exhibit. The
process of gathering items and



stories has been an absolute
pleasure. From anniversaries, to
the Thursday night ‘Pig and
Whistles’, there are many fond
memories of this beloved

landmark . This exhibit is set up
on the first floor until the end of
2024. We have also set up a little
book for people to be able to
share their favorite memories.
Hope you all get a chance to

come in to reminisce. - Connie
Spencer-

A Wee Historical Walk of
Montague

Over the last few years previous
staff began work on an Historical

Walk of Montague, laying the
foundation for this to happen

this season. This walk
concentrates on some historical
buildings and the people of

‘Montague Bridge’, which was the
original name of the town, on
either side of the river. Some of
the local businesses that now
house these historic buildings
are offering discounts to folks
enjoying the tour as well. The
walk is approximately 2 km and
takes about 1.5 hours (depending
on how much talking we do,

haha).

Historical facts, a beautiful walk
along a river, discounts at local
businesses, a few wee ghost

stories along the way and a very
keen tour guide…. This is a

walking tour not to be missed.
Only $5/person!! Please email
info@gardenofthegulfmuseum.ca
for registration and any other
information. - Connie Spencer

mailto:info@gardenofthegulfmuseum.ca


Staff News

Summer Tour Guides Annabelle Hodgson
and Rory Bears

Working here has been a great
experience so far. We've been
working this summer since the
museum opened and are

enjoying learning all about the
history of three rivers. We love
meeting all of the wonderful

people coming into the museum,
and we’re already looking

forward to next year! Some of
our favorite exhibits are the
1800-1900 fashion exhibit for
Annabelle, and the lobster

shanty for Rory, are some of the
reasons we love these exhibits.
We are enjoying showing off the

history of the Three Rivers area
to tourists and locals, and
getting to hear all the cool
experiences and stories from

everyone. We hope to see you in
here soon for a tour- Annabelle

and Rory

Assistant Curator, Jayne Ings

We’re off to a great start at the
Museum for 2023, which is also
our 65th year of operation! The
new Lobster Shanty exhibit is
very popular with local visitors,
many of whom are coming in
specifically to see it, and share
some of their memories. We
have also had lots of comments
on the new flooring which has
made such a difference on the
first and second floors. So far
the museum has welcomed
visitors from as far away as

Pennsylvania, British Columbia,
Indianapolis, Gaspé, Manitoba,



Ontario, Massachusetts, and
Connecticut! The highlight of
the season so far for me was a
visit from the Johnston family
from Ontario. Dr. Albert

Johnston is the son of former
Town of Montague clerk and
museum life member, Marjorie
Johnston, and grandson of Nellie

Fraser. We display Nellie’s
wedding dress on our third floor,

and she was also a former
postmistress here in our
museum building. He was

celebrating his 90th birthday
with a trip back to Montague
along with his wife Bettee, and
daughters Robyn and Lexie, who
were thrilled to pose with their
great grandmother’s dress. -

Jayne Ings -

Dr. Albert Johnston with his wife Bettee,
and daughters Lexie and Robyn

Upcoming Events

❖ Arts and Culture Festival on
the Montague Waterfront -
Look for our parade float on
Saturday July 29th and we
are also offering free
admission that day 9-5.

❖ Trivia Night @ Copper
Bottom August 12th, 7-9pm
pre-registration required,
teams of 4-6, $20/Team
(fundraiser event)

❖ Lecture with Greg Gallant
from the PEI Regiment
Museum - “Prince Edward
Island in WW2” - Date to be
announced.

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and
TikTok for all the latest news

We look forward to seeing you
soon!

Garden of the Gulf Museum
564 Main Street
Montague, PEI


